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Act One, Scene Three

Vocabulary

accompt: archaic an account, a reporting
antres: caves

assay: archaic an effort

composition: archaic consistency

dilate: to expand

engluts: engulfs

facile: simplistic

injointed: archaic intersected
mountebanks: archaic charlatans, quacks
overt: explicit, clear

pageant: a show

pliant: archaic suitable, favorable
portance: archaic behavior, personal bearing
reverend: honored

unvarnish’d: plain, unembellished

vouch: to declare

1. What is the duke discussing as the scene opens? How does it relate to a theme introduced earlier
in Act One?

2. What is the significance of the way the duke greets Brabantio and Othello when they enter?

3. Dramatic irony exists when the audience knows more than a character knows in a dramatic scene.
How does the duke’s statement to Brabantio, that whoever beguiled his daughter will be punished,
create dramatic irony?

4. According to Othello, how did he and Desdemona fall in love?
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5. What is the duke’s reaction to Othello’s story of how he and Desdemona fell in love?

6. What specifically does Brabantio say in response to the duke’s advice? What does he mean, and
what does his response reveal about him?

7. What is the significance of Brabantio’s statement, “She has deceiv'd her father, and may thee”?

8. What is lago’s response to Roderigo’s claim that he plans to drown himself? Why do you think
lago doesn’t want him to do that?

9. Desdemona makes her first appearance in this scene. What is she like?

10. What are the meaning and significance of lago’s statement, “'Tis in ourselves that we are thus
or thus”?

11. What act of treachery has lago planned?
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