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Othello
Study Guide - Student Edition



          SG:38



Act One, Scene Two



Vocabulary



carrack: archaic a merchant ship



circumscription: restriction, restraint



forbear: to hold back, to restrain oneself



galleys: ships



iniquity: an injustice



palpable: evident



prated: archaic chattered, babbled



provulgate: archaic to promulgate, to make public



scurvy: archaic insulting



sequent: one after another



unbonneted: archaic bare-headed



1. What is your first impression of Othello? How does it compare with how Iago described him in the 
first scene?



2. How do you interpret the opening of the scene, when Iago tells Othello that Brabantio is upset 
about Othello’s elopement? What does it reveal about Othello and Iago?



3. Of what does Brabantio accuse Othello? 



4. Why does Brabantio not get to take Othello off to prison? What does Brabantio decide to do?
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