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Act One, Scene One



Vocabulary



arithmetician: archaic a mathematician



bumbast: archaic bombastic



coursers: archaic horses



deluding: misleading, deceiving



epithites: archaic lazy, worthless vagrants



evades: avoids



fadom: a unit of length



forsooth: archaic in truth, certainly



gennets: Spanish horses



homage: allegiance



kindred: archaic relatives



lascivious: sexual, lewd



nonsuits: archaic rejects, refuses



profess: to admit



provender: archaic feed for domestic animals



purse: archaic money



treason: an act of disloyalty



trifle: to toy, to tease



tupping: archaic having sex with someone



1. Why is Iago so upset? 



2. What does Iago mean by, “In following him, I follow but myself”?



3. What is the thematic significance of Iago’s statement, “I am not what I am”?











image2.emf



Othello
Study Guide - Student Edition



          SG:37



4. Why do Iago and Roderigo wake Brabantio in the middle of the night? Why is Brabantio initially 
displeased when he sees Roderigo?



5. How is the theme of deception introduced twice in this scene?



6. What impression does Iago give of Othello?



7. Othello does not appear until the second scene, though he is discussed a great deal in the first. 
Why do you think Shakespeare chose to delay Othello’s appearance?



8. What impression do you have of Iago? Do you think his point of view is credible? Why or why not?



9. What is the overall mood of the scene? How does it set the stage for the rest of the play?
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